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My
life was
completely
different
L when | was
out with
friends,
went
dancing, to
clubs and
much more
but then it all
changed because of the corona virus. |

had to keep my distance from friends and wear a mask
all the time. As a result | got
bored and lonely.
| So the holding hands
l machine was my way of
escape, a chance to meet and
talk to and most importantly
touch people while still beeing
safe. It
challenged me to think
about new ways of how to get
in physical contact with strangers
while respecting the current
rules and restrictions. | built
mutiple mock-ups to try |
my ideas out and y
see the publics
reaction.
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The machine can be used by pressing
diffrent buttoms from the diffrent
categories as shown here. So the person
interacting with it can determine the
length of the interaction and also if the
curtain that covers my face is closed
or not and if they want to talk to me.

1 MINUTE 3 MINUTES 5 MINUTES

CURTAIN
OPEK CLOSED
WITH WITHOUT

COKVERSATION CONVERSATIOK
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When my holdings hands machine was finished | went out
and shot my final movie. The reaction and interest from
strangers really overwhelmed me. A lot of them were
willing to talk to me and told me some super
personal stories even. It showed me how we all
suffer from this pandemic, that we all not only

miss our friends but also the exchange
with complete strangers.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MTAu8ZODY0Y
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When I started

the HUG project f‘“.#e’ n
I wanted to create '
something to make

the workspace

a less lonely place. 1
started building HUG
and produced it in three
diffrent colorways: pink,
grey and petrol. The
integrated cherry pit _
pillows can be warmed up . a
in the oven at 110 degrees
celsius for five minutes or
in the microwave.
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https://design.udk-berlin.de/2021/02/hug-emma_mende
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During the process of this project [ reflected

a lot on my families history. Thet contained a

lot off long conversations with my mother about

her personal past and the bits she knows about our
ancestors. | started collecting the materials thaf
fitted my concept of showing all this history the
most and ended up with hand writtemn

letters amd my mothers old
polaroids.




The suit is made out of old
polaroid pictures my mom
had stored in our basement
for multiple years. They show
my family before | was even
born and when | was child,
some are from the time my
mom lived in New York, there
are pictures taken around the
time my parents met and a lot
of them were taken on film sets
where my mom used to work.
| also started working as a set
dresser, it may be something
completely different than what

my mom used fo
do but it also
is working
on film
sefs.

This project
means a lot
to me because
in the process I
learned a lot about
my mothers past, our
relationship, the present
and maybe even a little bit
about my future.

During the performance me
and Haleh danced a little waltz
together while keeping our
distance, interacting with one
another while respecting each
other and our backgrounds.
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